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EO 11652: NA 

TAGS: CASC, PINS, ASEC, CO 

SUB J : STARR KIDNAPPING; "EL TIEMPO" ARTICLE 

REF: STATE 044759 

1 . MISSION'S (USIS) INFORMATION OFFICER MET WITH "EL TIEMPO" 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR SANTOS CONCERNING BASIS OF FEB 18 ARTICLE 
(REFTEL). SANTOS ACKNOWLEDGED THAT ARTICLE WAS MERELY BASED 

ON RUMOR AND THAT THERE WAS NO OFFICIAL SOURCE FOR THE "INFORMATION" 
IT CONTAINED. 

2. COMMENT: THE "MYSTERY" AIRPLANE CITED IN THE ARTICLE AHS 
INSPIRED A NUMBER OF SPECULATIVE STORIES IN LOCAL MEDIA IN PAST 
TWO WEEKS. "EL TIEMPO" VERSION IS THE MOST IMAGINATIVE OF THESE 
BUT IT WAS PROBABLY INEVITABLE THAT SOME REPORTER WOULD HAVE A 
GO AT CONNECTING THE PLANE'S ACTIVITIES WITH THE STARR CASE. 

LIKELIHOOD OF SUCH TALES IS NATURALLY ALSO INCREASED BY FACT 
THAT DEVELOPMENTS IN AND CURRENT STATUS OF STARR CASE ARE 
GENERALLY UNKNOWN TO THE COLOMBIAN PUBLIC. GIVEN THE PATTERN 
OF OTHER COLOMBIAN KIDNAPPING CASES 

IT IS RELATIVELY EASY FOR 

JOURNALISTS AND READERS TO EXPECT OR IMAGINE THAT THE STARR CASE 
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MIGHT WIND UP IN THE MANNER PORTRAYED IN THE "EL TIEMPO" ARTICLE. 

DUE TO THESE CIRCUMSTANCES AND THE INVETERATE DESIRE OF REPORTERS 
TO GET A SCOOP. THERE ARE VERY LOW CONSTRAINTS OR INHIBITIONS 
AGAINST THE PUBLICATION OF STORIES OF THIS TYPE. 

3. NONETHELESS, WE OF COURSE ARE CONTINUING TO CAUTION OUR 
JOURNALISTS CONTACTS AGAINST SUCH SPECULATIVE ARTICLES, POINTING 
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OUT THAT, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THEY COULD ENDANGER STARR AND 
ARE CRUEL TO HIS FAMILY. IN ANSWER TO LOCAL PRESS QUERIES ABOUT 
THE FEB 18 ARTICLE, WE HAVE ALSO PUT OUT A STATEMENT THAT IT IS 
WITHOUT FOUNDATION. 

4. AS WILL BE CLEAR FROM THE FOREGOING, WE DO NOT PERCEIVE ANY 
RELEVANT JAPANESE ANGLE IN THIS MATTER. 

ASENCIO 
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